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Call to Worship— Psalm 129:1-9
Sermon Text— 2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Benediction— 2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Text — 2 Corinthians 4:7-15
[6] For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
[7] But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 
[8] We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; [9] persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; [10] always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. [11] For we who live are always being given over to death for 
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. [12] So death is at work in us, 
but life in you.
[13] Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we 
also believe, and so we also speak, [14] knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. [15] For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more 
and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

Outline “Jars of Clay”
- RECAP 

• QUOTE— Colin Kruse; Tyndale NT Commentary

- TRANSITION— v7 But we have THIS TREASURE
• The ministry of the New Covenant (Spirit filled, glorious, and free)
• v6 “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”

- Light shining hearts from beholding Christ
- In jars of clay

• KJV “earthen vessels”; NLT “fragile clay jars”
- common, inexpensive (not fancy), easily broken (fragile), unable to be repaired (disposable)

• A deep contrast to emphasize the greatness of God’s power
- verbatim “the SURPASSING power belongs to God and not to us”

- v8-9 How are we like jars of clay?
• battered, bruised, used, abused, but with purpose, (with a message that shines light- dispels darkness)

- v10-12 Carrying and displaying the death of Jesus SO THAT we can also display the life of Jesus
• in our bodies— not transcendent or metaphysical. 
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•  in our mortal flesh— Actual glory on display in our weakness
• Death is at work in us, but life in you

- all facets of death— tragedy, sickness, aging, fatigue highlight the message of eternal life; dying 
messengers with their hope in Jesus point to the value/worth of the Redeemer

CONCLUSION: Thanksgiving to the Glory of God
[13] Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we 
also believe, and so we also speak, [14] knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. [15] For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more 
and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
- v13-14 Since…
- Cf: [Psa 116:10 ESV] 10 I believed, even when I spoke: "I am greatly afflicted”;

• We believe so we speak and what we speak we clearly believe because we showcase our weakness as 
we exalt and proclaim the excellencies of Jesus.

• Why? Because we will be raised because He has been raised (1st fruits); WE will be raised into his 
presence (proclaimers and hearers)

- v15 For it is all for your sake
• Jars of clay sharing light for the sake of hearers who are also jars of clay needing light 

- by GRACE
- Grace increases Thanksgiving… thanksgiving brings glory to God.

- Preaching light is grace preaching, grace preaching allows the weak to proclaim the surpassing power of 
God without price, without works, without corruption
• Be saved grace is freely given. Believe in Christ he is the source of everlasting grace.
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