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Call to Worship—Isaiah 49:8-13
Sermon Text— 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Benediction— Hebrews 3:12-14

Text — 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
[20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf 
of Christ, be reconciled to God. [21] For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.
[1] Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. [2] For he says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. [3] We put no obstacle in anyone's way, 
so that no fault may be found with our ministry, [4] but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every 
way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, [5] beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; [6] by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; [7] by 
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; [8] 
through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; [9] as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; [10] as sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.
[11] We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open. [12] You are not restricted by us, but 
you are restricted in your own affections. [13] In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also.

Outline “Reconciliation, Part 3”
- RECAP: THEREFORE we ARE ambassadors for Christ…

• Be reconciled to God!
- AMBASSADORS OF THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION

• THAT IS… (Ministry of Reconciliation Defined/Established)
- the Cause (causal/directional saving power of God) GOD and Christ as Gospel Agent
- the Content- the message… FORGIVENESS and RECONCILIATION
- The Call- the mission and ministry… the Holy Spirit and the Body as Gospel agent

- TRANSITION— KJV “We then, as workers together with him…”
• the “working together” synergy is with each other; fellow laborers
• the with him is positional (even proximity based) as ambassadors

- not divorced from the action of “beseeching”… 
• our imploring is from God as ambassadors from God… calling out as God’s heralds, God’s words, 

with God’s intent & authority
- We appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain

• Fellow believers (also ambassadors) their is a message for you too even having already believed
- QUOTE: Tyndale Commentary; Colin Kruse

- For He says…
• Isaiah 49- release of Israel from exile in Babylon
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• BEHOLD.. look/see NOW is the favorable time; BEHOLD now is the day of salvation
- this salvation is THE salvation not A salvation; Look/See this is the real thing!

• NCT hermeneutic- the apostles interpreting scripture under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
- We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, [4] but as servants of 

God we commend ourselves in every way…
• Obstacles— context is behaviors etc that would say we/ambassadors are receiving God’s grace in vain

- fault finders are watching— inconsistencies are the alarm of a faulted ministry
• KJV “Giving no offense in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:”

- this is active; more labor here than in the work of soul winning (because God is the soul winner 
and we are the clay pots)

• commend = prove/display our servanthood (and receipt of Grace NOT in vain) in EVERY way, 
including:
- REALITY— by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, 

riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger;
- ARSENAL— by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love;

• by truthful speech, and the power of God;
• with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 

- RESULTS [Earthly]— through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; 
• as unknown, and yet well known; 
• as dying, and behold, we live; 
• as punished, and yet not killed; 
• as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
• as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

• Is this what our walk looks like? Maybe we have received the grace of God in vain and replaced the 
labor and suffering of our mission for containment, complaining, and searching for loopholes to keep 
from serving. God protect us.

CONCLUSION: Widen your hearts also.
[11] We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open. [12] You are not restricted by us, but 
you are restricted in your own affections. [13] In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also.
- KJV “O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.”

• New Covenant ministry is marked by FREEDOM to speak truth with…
- welcoming hearts WIDE OPEN

• Restricted- pressed in and controlled (restrained)
- not by the Gospel messengers (paul and his) their message is FREEDOM
- their affections, heart, or bowels

• your own feelings, instinctual motivations, natural self
- In return - As a fair exchange, as my own children, widen your hearts also (both to Paul and to others)

• Not condescending but endearing 
- But first OPEN WIDE YOUR HEARTS to CHRIST!!!

LORD’S SUPPER
XIV. Of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
We believe that the Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a believer, into the
name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to show forth in a solemn and beautiful
emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Saviour, with its effect, in our death
to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of a church
relation, and to the Lord's Supper; in which the members of the church by the sacred use
of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; preceded
always by solemn self-examination. 
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