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Call to Worship—Psalm 32:1-5
Sermon Text— 2 Corinthians 7:8-13
Benediction— 1 Peter 2:11-12

Text — 2 Corinthians 7:8-13
[8] For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter 
grieved you, though only for a while. [9] As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.
[10] For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief 
produces death. [11] For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness 
to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you 
have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. [12] So although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the 
one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness 
for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. [13] Therefore we are comforted.
And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed 
by you all.

[2Co 7:8-13 NLT] 8 I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was sorry at first, for I know it 
was painful to you for a little while. 9 Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain 
caused you to repent and change your ways. It was the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, so you 
were not harmed by us in any way. 10 For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away from 
sin and results in salvation. There's no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks 
repentance, results in spiritual death. 
11 Just see what this godly sorrow produced in you! Such earnestness, such concern to clear yourselves, such 
indignation, such alarm, such longing to see me, such zeal, and such a readiness to punish wrong. You 
showed that you have done everything necessary to make things right. 12 My purpose, then, was not to write 
about who did the wrong or who was wronged. I wrote to you so that in the sight of God you could see for 
yourselves how loyal you are to us. 13 We have been greatly encouraged by this. In addition to our own 
encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was about the way all of you welcomed 
him and set his mind at ease.

Outline “Godly Grief”
This is not a message about Christian mourning or sadness. This is a message about grief that produces 
repentance, repentance that can save your soul. Our Lord has said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of God.”  Ambassadors, our God reigns and our inheritance awaits. “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 
- CONCLUSION of his definition and defense of his ministry

• v2-4
- REVIEW [context]: 2 Corinthians 2:1-13

• the “severe letter” and Paul’s travels (Titus’s pending report)
- 2 Corinthians 7:5-7

- TRANSITION— Read v8-10 from NLT
- Reality, real talk, parental

• Sorry at first (initial), no one wants to grieve someone else, especially loved ones, but not sorry knowing 
the worth of correction/discipline
- regret replaced by rejoicing

• “not because you were grieved, BUT because you were grieved into repenting”
• repentance GREATER THAN remorse

- Godly grief = grief that God intends (on purpose/strategic grief)
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• NIV “For you became sorrowful as God intended…”
• felt and productive

- resulting in repentance that leads to salvation WITHOUT regret
• WORLDLY grief produces DEATH— KJV “the sorrow of the world worketh death.”

- remorse of losing the approval of others (idolatry) , remorse of getting caught (labor at not getting 
caught instead of not sinning), remorse because we are calling good evil and evil good

- Practical Fruit on Display v11
• earnestness, eagerness, indignation, fear, longing, zeal, readiness to punish wrong, innocent (not in 

the ultimate sense; pure/clean; not guilty)

CONCLUSION: At every point you have proved yourselves innocent…
11b At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.
- Christian? PROVE IT!!!
- Clean? Pure? Justified? Where is your repentance? Not just once but your model of daily repentance as you 

walk by faith.
- The Good News of the Good News is you can repent today. Clean slate… today. Fresh Start… Today. Redo, 

2nd chance, mulligan, do-over… TODAY. Repent! Your contrite heart and broken Spirit the Lord DOES NOT 
despise!!!
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