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Call to Worship—Exodus 16:14-18
Sermon Text— 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Benediction— Mark 12:41-44

Text — 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
[1] We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia, [2] for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. [3] For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, of their own accord, [4] begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of 
the saints—[5] and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of 
God to us. [6] Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of 
grace. [7] But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love 
for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.
[8] I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. [9] 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you by his poverty might become rich. [10] And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who 
a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. [11] So now finish doing it as well, so that 
your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. [12] For if the 
readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 
[13] For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness [14] your 
abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that 
there may be fairness. [15] As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever 
gathered little had no lack.”

Outline “Grace Given”
We began last night looking at the foundation for revival… repentance. From godly grief we see repentance 
that leads to salvation without regret. And for revival to ensue, we need to take inventory, to examine ourselves 
because the alternative is worldly grief that lacks repentance leading to spiritual death. Let us repent and stand 
firm on a foundation of faith, marching forward in with acts of grace. If repentance is the foundation for revival, 
then grace is the fuel.
- v1 We want you to know about the grace of God…

• unmerited favor, free but not cheap, the linchpin of the gospel
- when we lose grace or replace it (with works, religion, etc) the Gospel wheels come off

• but grace can be theoretical/philosophical BECAUSE IT’S TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE
- we explain it away, end every truth statement with “but”, accept it on the surface or as a concept but 

never embrace it
• If we embrace it then we’re AWAKE!!! Vigilant to (and all the other practical fruits of repentance we 

discussed last night) to not allow the grace of God to be trampled underfoot or to be cheapened
• …the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia

- PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS!
• Grace is manifest in giving, in generosity, in giving obediently AND sacrificially

- If those around you don’t understand the grace you speak of, or your church speaks of, it is due in 
part to a lack of generosity (both individually and as a entire body)
• simply put I believe we have a prescription here that says the grace we speak and sing about is 

seen in many ways, but it is seen every time we give to the afflicted and impoverished.
- v2-4Grace in the midst of testing? YES (always)

• Tested through affliction… abundant joy
• Extreme poverty… overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part (a qualifying statement denoting 

circumstance and culture and not “wealth” according to the world; perspective)
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• According to their means… Yes (measurable, relative, and monitored by Paul)
• Beyond their means… Yes, and of their own accord, without compulsion 

- you can only determine if someone is giving beyond their means if they give regularly according to their 
means; a baseline established by obedient regular giving
• unexpected v5

• Begging to be a part of the relief of the saints
- giving with purpose, with love, and with confidence having given themselves wholly to the Lord (v5)

• Grace modeled- given without stipulation, without terms of repayment, freely given, but it cost them a 
great deal, but their focus was to serve God and serve others… REAL GRACE
- v6 Titus was encouraged (not discouraged) to see this effort through, to complete this act of grace

- v7 But as you excel in everything…
• not one at a time, but in everything, and WHILE you are growing in everything, pay particular attention to 

growing in loving generosity aka this act of grace.
- v8 I say this not as a command, but to PROVE by the earnestness of others that your love is genuine. 

• persuasion by comparison
- not a command, but a fact that the real Christians in Macedonia display all the practical displayable fruit 

of their repentant faith but they also display God’s grace through generosity, all of which Paul 
categorizes here as GENUINE (and the standard to strive for, not theoretical but literal… be like the 
Macedonian christians)

CONCLUSION: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…
[9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.
- Knowing the grace of God that brings salvation brings salvation; valuable rich treasured forgiveness and 

living hope
• the doctrine of condescension deals with The Son of God taking on human flesh, exchanging his richness 

for poverty. Becoming even a curse for us, a propitiation for us, the payment for us
• Because of his “poverty” we can be rich by faith

- and if we are rich by faith, then earthly riches are our means by which we can display grace, while we 
are displaying repentance
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