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Call to Worship—Proverbs 11:23-28
Sermon Text— 2 Corinthians 9
Benediction— Galatians 6:7-10

Text — 2 Corinthians 9
[1] Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, [2] for I know your readiness, of 
which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And 
your zeal has stirred up most of them. [3] But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not 
prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be. [4] Otherwise, if some 
Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—
for being so confident. [5] So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in 
advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.
[6] The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. [7] Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. [9] As it is written,
“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
[10] He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, 
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. [12] For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 
needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. [13] By their approval of this service, 
they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 
the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, [14] while they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. [15] Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Outline “Generosity”
Worship Weekend 2016 is drawing to a close and we have been blessed. We have prayed for revival and we 
believe revival has begun. SO let us spring forward into the Holiday Season and into a new year from a 
foundation of repentance fueled by grace with our focus on genuine gospel mission through generosity. 

Marks of Christian Generosity
- Generosity defined- gracious regular giving + gracious sacrificial giving [within means & beyond means]

• giving as ministry (service)
- specifically to the saints

- v1 Remarkable (able to boast about; about Jesus, on display and measurable)
- v2-5 Ready (strategic and intentional; obstacle free; zealous because it’s worship and worship is the 

mission; accountable) 
• readiness is the antidote to exaction; “I gave at the office” or “Just another bill to pay” or “Tipping God”
• Willing (expressed, eager, and volunteer)

- v6-7a Perspective (sowing and reaping, gift of grace, real treasure)
• THE POINT IS THIS… or these are the facts (agricultural illustration)

- v7b Cheerful (eager, joyful, not reluctant)
• decidedly, not reluctant, not under compulsion AND…

- joyful, eager, worshipfully etc
- v8-9 Supplied by Grace (abounding, sufficient, freely given)

• gracious giving is part of the whole; the healthy mission driven Christian life
- As it is written… Cf: Psalm 112:9
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CONCLUSION: Gospel Generosity
[10] He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, 
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. [12] For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 
needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. [13] By their approval of this service, 
they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 
the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, [14] while they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. [15] Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
- The agricultural illustration is not merely a way to cash in dividends but a way to “increase the harvest of 

righteousness”
• personal sanctification and evangelistic mission
• v12 producing thanksgiving among the saints and thanksgiving where there once was none (the lost are 

found)
• Generosity is a matter of submission, that in turn is our CONFESSION, as clear as stating “You are the 

Christ the Son of the Living God” and that as fellow saints we are in this together, not lone rangers, not 
mavericks

• The surpassing grace of God is seen and proven in our generosity
• It is a gift because it is grace fueled! 

- Receive the grace of God this morning repent and believe!
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