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Call to Worship— Psalm 132:13-18
Sermon Text— Hebrews 5:11-14
Benediction— Micha 6:6-8

Text — Hebrews 5:11-14 ESV
[11] About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. [12] For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, [13] for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a child. [14] But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. (ESV) 
NEXT WEEK: “In the Beginning” John 1:1-5

Outline: “Warning”
- INTRO/RECAP— Hebrews & Worship Weekend 2017 

After our 3 day intensive on Ephesians 4:1-16 tackling the topics of unity, diversity, and maturity from the 
text, we now return to Hebrews for a final scriptural warning before the Holiday Season. The ESV publishes 
“Warning Against Apostasy” as its subtitle for this section, however the CSB uses the following, “The 
Problem of Immaturity” we will see that on the heals of our last sermon concerning observable growth from 
speaking truth and love in a Spiritually unified and diversified body that the consequence of immaturity can 
be apostasy. What we call apostasy is the abandonment or renunciation of our religious belief, the greek 
term found in the NT (ä-po-stä-sē’-ä) defines it as a falling away, a defection. This defection is a repentance 
AWAY from the truth of the Gospel, it is the act of forsaking the Lord.  Similar to what we have already 
tackled in chapter 3, “[12] Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 
you to fall away from the living God. [13] But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” 
that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. [14] For we have come to share in Christ, if 
indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.”

- v11 TIME OUT
• Let’s take a moment here in the midst of this lesson on Jesus as High Priest and explain why some of you 

aren’t “getting it”
- Preaching is interactive

• dull of hearing or lazy or not trying to understand (the gateway to apostasy) 
(NLT bifurcates this phrase by accusing the listeners of being spiritually dull AND not listening)

- The Holy Spirit inspired this pause
• We better pay attention (if we were reading this straight through this is likely to be a place where we 

would need this same reminder/reproof)
- v12a Hyperbole— You ought to be teachers by now…

• All of us have something to teach (truth and love speaking)
- BUT… “Not many should become teachers, my brothers, because you know that we will receive a 

stricter judgment.”
- ALL of us should be discipling someone (we are even in our passiveness; discipling others to be dull 

minded and lazy to understand)
• INSTEAD you need someone to teach you (this is supposed to sting) the basics

- the oracles of God (God’s words his utterances)
• [1] Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 

foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, [2] and of instruction about 
washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. (ESV)

- This is not saying you don’t need to hear/be taught the Gospel, the familiar bible stories, the tenets of 
faith, the foundational reminders of the finished work of Jesus

- It IS saying that a continued dullness and laziness to understand these things preventing you to move 
on to weightier truths and intimacy is the root cause of apostasy. Immaturity leads to Apostasy
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- v12b-14 ILLUSTRATION— You need milk, not solid food…

• You’re BABIES not just students needing a teacher… babies whose system can’t take in solid doctrinal 
food
- CAN’T and must be weaned in order to grow 

• Spiritually underdeveloped AND it’s obvious/observable (What we do if our pets looked like they were 
underdeveloped and not eating correctly? Our children? Our spouse? Our aging loved ones?)

• This is a place where we NEED each others to judge us, judge our fruit and speak truth in love, we 
are judging ourselves with fallen eyes and giving ourselves a pass and for some it will be the 
difference as to whether they endure to the end.

• Milk only— “lives on milk” [again we still drink milk but we don’t LIVE on it]
- unskilled in the word of righteousness (unskilled because he is a child aka immature)

• inexperienced due to laziness to understand CSB
- the word of righteousness = God’s word/standard of righteousness

• Jesus (in our place) THE GOSPEL
• reasonable act of service (our life worship through obedience)

• Solid food— for the matter (the grown and growing)
- experienced and skilled in the word of righteousness
- + trained discerners through constant practice

• proven to be able to distinguish good from evil
• YES… THIS IS A TEST

1. The Word of Righteousness
- The Gospel

2. Discernment training (logged documentable observable time/discipline)
- Good
- Evil

• Can evil be repented of? Is anyone too evil to be saved? Is God’s grace greater?
- See Question 1 Skilled in the words of righteousness?

CONCLUSION
You’re not more mature by skipping the Gospel to move on to eschatology, and the doctrines of grace, and 
lapsarianism, and covenant theology and dispensationalism. If you skip the Gospel and fail to practice 
discernment and are unable to tell the difference between good and evil then you don’t even know what to call 
the world to repent from. You teach a multitude about your millennial position and your preferred bible 
translation and don’t know when to change the channel, how to tell your children to dress modestly, to commit 
and sacrifice in service to one another. So YES teachings about Jesus as High Priest are gonna be tough, but 
they shouldn’t be. Jesus as ultimate is key to knowing who it is we have yielded our lives to.

Believer— Let’s repent…we HAVE TO! We’re headed into a season where Jesus is just a tiny baby in a 
manger oh so precious one small part of our Christmas decorations, and then to a season where Jesus is still 
on the cross and the resurrection has been overshadowed by giving candy while wearing pastels. It’s time for 
the church to redeem this time of year by preaching Jesus as the bible proclaims… born, perfect, crucified, 
dead and resurrected and COMING AGAIN!

Unbeliever— Repent and believe the Gospel! And we will faithfully feed you the milf of the oracles of God with 
the explicit aim to wean you from those basics and watch you grow in maturity as we disciple you in truth and 
love.
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