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Call to Worship— Psalm 50:1-6
Sermon Text— John 1:6-8
Benediction— Romans 15:4-6

Text — John 1:6-8
[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He was in the 
beginning with God. [3] All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.
[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. [8] He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
[9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him. [12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, [13] who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
[14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. [15] (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) [16] For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. [18] No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. (ESV)

[Jhn 1:6-9 CSB] 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
about the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 

[Jhn 1:6-9 NIV] 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
NEXT WEEK: “The True Light” John 1:9-13

Outline: “John the Witness”
- INTRO— Advent, John the Witness, & the True Light  

Our advent series continues this morning as we turn our attention to John the Witness. The arrival of the 
Messiah is preceded by the announcer, the straight path maker, the baptizer. But even with the arrival of a 
new character it is the arrival of the true light that he and the readers are anticipating as this prologue from 
John the beloved disciple continues to introduce the theme of BELIEF namely belief in Jesus as redeemer 
and Lord.

- RECAP— The word who is God is the only begotten Son sent by the Father who showed his love for the 
world in this way. The pre-existent Christ, present in creation is also the life giving light that shines in the 
darkness, overcoming not being overcome.

- TRANSITION— v6 A MAN sent from God
• Distinctly a man and only a man but an important man none the less

- John 3:16 “… he sent his one and only Son”
- The Father also SENT a man named John

• and he SENT an angel, and he SENT everyone to be counted, and he SENT a star, and he SENT 
shepherds, and he SENT wisemen
- the orchestrating unthwarted sovereign Almighty God
- Is he sending you? These events weren’t done by missionaries assigned and trained by a 

denomination, these happenings needed everyday people to do everyday things, and in the 
moment, they encountered God OR were the cogs in the wheel that led others to encounter him
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• John was special

- Prophesied Elijah— Malachi 3, the last of the OT prophets
- Jesus said of him, “Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has risen no one greater than 

John the Baptist.”
• born of women = naturally born in contrast to supernatural new-birth (New Covenant being born 

again)
- YET… John’s birth was supernatural… angelic announcement, conceived in old age, Zechariah 

mute until birth, leaping in Elizabeth’s womb in the presence of Christ in Mary’s womb
- Even the SPECIAL among men are still just men. Even the Christ’s Elijah

• John’s doubt in prison—
- [Mat 11:2-6 ESV] 2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 

word by his disciples 3 and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?" 4 And Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who 
is not offended by me.”

- Don’t forget believer you too were prophesied about, you too have been announced by angels, 
and have now been SENT
• Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, will save us from our sins said the angel

- Have you been saved?
• The High Priestly prayer ends with, “My prayer (Jesus) is not for them alone (the disciples). I 

pray also for those who will believe in me through their (the disciples) message…”
• The great commission from Jesus who is God sends ALL believers as witnesses. Disciple 

makers, proclaimers so that the world will know that Jesus was sent and that they (hearers) are 
loved.

- v7-8 He came as a witness to witness
• He came as the 1st witness in the trial against Israel declaring Jesus as Messiah

- Israel’s charge? Not receiving Jesus as Messiah
• v11 He came to his own and his own people did not receive him

• A witness testifying about light, the life giving light [testify concerning THAT light re: v4 NIV]
- He came as a witness to testify about the light, so that all might believe through [it].

• through = the ground or reason by which something is or is not done
• it = testimony about the light [autos is the root of houtos the pronoun meaning “the same”]

- “the same” means what I was talking about before I’m still talking about… testifying about the light
• v8 He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light.

- Bearing witness (testifying) puts us distinctly on the witness stand not defendants next to our lawyers or 
prosecutors with our law books on the table in front of us. 
• Again… Israel is on trial here, guilty of rejecting Christ and John has taken then stand only to make 

way for many other witnesses and for even us today to be testifiers against the world that doesn’t 
believe
- How often do listeners confuse the messenger with the one the message is about?
- How often do messengers forget they are merely messengers?
- It’s EASIER to believe in what we see and who we see, but we are pointing to a narrow path and 

gate that few find. We seed and we water AS WITNESSES God gives the increase
- In the prologue, there can be no confusion… The WORD/LIGHT is distinct from the WITNESS
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CONCLUSION
v9 The TRUE light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
Our testimony matters, getting our Jesus right matters, using the powerful WORD in our witness matters, 
because the TRUE light is AGAIN coming into the world. May we take our job as New Covenant Kingdom 
messengers seriously, as we herald a Messiah who has come AND IS COMING AGAIN!!!

Believer— Do we even know how to articulate the Gospel in such a way that the condemned already world 
can comprehend it? Are we pointing to the TRUE light or a dim counterfeit. Repent today and rejoin the ranks 
of the bride of Christ on mission in the special AND the ordinary, SENT so other’s might encounter God!

Unbeliever— Jesus has come and he brings forgiveness for all who will believe. Today REPENT & BELIEVE!
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