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Call to Worship—Psalm 134
Sermon Text— Romans 5:12-21
Benediction—2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Text — Romans 5:12-21
[12] Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men because all sinned—[13] for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted 
where there is no law. [14] Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like 
the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
[15] But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the 
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. [16] And the free gift 
is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the 
free gift following many trespasses brought justification. [17] For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned 
through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
[18] Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all men. [19] For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made righteous. [20] Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin 
increased, grace abounded all the more, [21] so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through 
righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (ESV)
NEXT WEEK: HOPEFUL— “Alive with Christ, part 2” Romans 6:1-4

Outline: “Alive with Christ, part 1”
- INTRO— Today Peace with God gives way to LIFE with God. Being made alive by powerful grace through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. ALIVE now by faith where we once were surely dead in our trespasses and sins.

- v12-14 THEREFORE…
• Adam— sin through one man
• Caveat— “I know what you’re thinking… YES sin indeed was IN the world before the law, and no sin is not 

TECHNICALLY counted where there is no law. Since sin is the transgression of the law of God. But 
disobedience existed and sin is only the death bringing sin when we establish who we have sinned 
against. Disobeying God brings death. The object of our faith has always mattered, and death *REIGNED 
from Adam to Moses.”
- Dead in our TRESPASSES, and SINS [Eph 2:1] (and our iniquity- lawlessness/indifference)

• The TYPE of the one to come

- v15-17 BUT… 
• The Gift is BETTER (more impact than the trespass)

- Many died? MUCH MORE grace has abounded for MANY through Jesus
- All condemned? The FREE gift brings justification to the condemned 

• [Rom 8:1 ESV] 1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
- *Death REIGNS? Abundant grace receivers get the GIFT of righteousness, that we might reign in LIFE
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- v18-21
• THEREFORE…

- 1 trespass = condemnation for all men (Adam and his posterity)
- 1 act of righteousness = justification and life (by faith and GREATER)

• FOR…
- 1 man’s disobedience = many made sinners
- 1 man’s obedience = the many will be made righteous

• condescension  
[Phl 2:5-11 ESV] 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

• atonement 
[2Co 5:21 ESV] 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.

• NOW
- the law increases the trespass

• define it, and level consequences and restitutions etc… covet? oh, covet
- grace abounds more

• in other words… YES the law has come through Moses and has named, defined, and given specific 
consequences, but the grace of God abounds (increases) even more. The law, even with it’s 
magnifying of sin, is no match for grace

• SO THAT…
- in the way that sin reigned in death

• condemnation
• reigned- past tense

- but reigned totally

CONCLUSION—Grace Reigns
[21] so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (ESV)

- The superabounding of GRACE
• grace (by faith) now reigns

- reigning through righteousness
• leading to eternal life

- through Jesus Christ our Lord

LORD’S SUPPER
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