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Text — Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV
1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments,  
2 for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. 

3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart.  
4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.  
8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. 

9 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce;  
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

11 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline or be weary of his reproof,  
12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.

NEXT SUNDAY: “Acknowledge Him” Proverbs 3:5-6, part 2

Outline: “Trust the Lord”
- INTRO— Beloved I would dare to say this morning that there is not another scripture in all of the bible that I 

have quoted more than Proverbs 3:5-6. And while John 3:16 and John 14:6 are close behind it, it is this 
wisdom couplet that comes to mind daily as I navigate all waking moments of my level 1000 extroverted 
alpha personality. But for my introverts in the room, or my realists, optimists, and pessimists THIS wisdom 
applies. I don’t care if your red blue, lion, otter, ABC, 123, mother father son servant or free we would all do 
well to TRUST THE LORD and to actively discipline ourselves to LEAN NOT on our own understanding.  

- Trust in the Lord
• Dictionary— 

- reliance on the integrity, strength, ability, surety, etc., of a person or thing; confidence.
- confident expectation of something; hope.
- confidence in the certainty of future payment for property or goods received; credit:

• Interlinear— confidence, bold, secure, feel safe, carefree
• Jehovah— GOD the always existing One

- … with all your heart
• EVERYTHING the inner man [shemah nod]
• contrast with leaning on your own understanding

- discipline (not automatic)
- active (not passive)
- countercultural, abnormal, scandalous even (anti-secularhumanism; the great idol of our age… not new)
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CONCLUSION: “… he will make straight your paths.”
- Nobody wants to wander
- Everyone knows the shortest distance between to points is a straight line
- We’re crooked no wonder the path is crooked
- A straight path experience helps us to know when we’re in the rough, the weeds, the ditch, the wilderness
- Repent (CORRECT YOUR DIRECTION)

• this straight path is also a narrow road and leads to a small gate… few will find [Matthew 7:13-14]
- Trust God, trust his Son to save you, trust the spirit to guide you, it starts today BY FAITH
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